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But 5 the Gs of Ged 7 an mbar J. am: 
and bis Grace, which was beſtowed upon 


me, was not in vain; but I laboured more 


abundantly than they all : yet not I but the 
Grace of * which was with me. 


* hath pleaſed the wiſdom of our fore- 


fathers, to ſet apart one day in the year 


to celebrate the Memory and Converſion of 


that great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, St. Paul: 
and the very circumſtance of our being 
Gentiles ought to render the Commemo- 
ration delightful to us. 


The Nature of this Apoſtle's: commiſ- 


ſion, and a preciſe detail of his extraordi- 


nary converſion, are recorded in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles: indeed, ſuch is the im- 
portance of this Event, that a noble Author 
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it to 
demonſttate the Truth * * of the 
Chriſtian Religion itſelf *. 


Our bufines will be more \ confined at 


_ preſent; and, taking the truth of Chriſ- 


tianity, and the hiſtory of St. Paul's con- 

verſion, for granted, we ſhall engage to 
ſhew, that, as in his, fo in the Salvation 
of every ſinner, the Grace of God is ALL. Ix 
Axt. And, to this end, we will conſider the 
Salvation of ſinners 


1 1 its 1 before time. 
In its Application in time. 


In its Perfection, when time itſelf ſhall 
be no more. : 


I am FEY to be obliged to PW OY 
wh it is too neceſſary to obſerve, that 
allowed Prejudice againſt any doctrine, 

| which we do not underſtand, have not been 

uſed to receive, and will not thoroughly 
won: | is inconſiſtent with the character of 


* Lord Lyttelion $ Account of the Converſion of 


a man 


\ 


1 
a man of ſenſe, reaſon, or piety: * we 
certainly ought. to apply the ſame Tules in 
ſome meaſure to divine Truth, which have 
generally been propoſed in our ſearch after 
philoſophical Truth : and, among other 
things, every body knows, that in our pur- 


ſuit after knowledge, we muſt be continually 


upon our guard, left we indulge any pre- 
judices againſt Perſons, Things, or Terms. 


But, notwithſtanding all the intereſting 


advice which has been repeatedly enforced 


upon this ſubject, though much and warm 


the wiſe have urged, how few are there to 


be found, who have not a greater regard 


for their own prejudices, than they have for 


naked Truth? Many there be, who fay 
with Pilate, © What is Truth?“ and almoſt 


as many, who, like him, will not ſtay for 


an anſwer. So that, if we were to be ſilent 


in its defence, till we can meet with an un- 


prejudiced multitude, we might for ever 


hold our peace. 


The expediency of theſe remarks muſt be 
evident to every attentive Obſerver of che 
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religious hiſtory of mankind ; where pre- 
judices are as numerous and various as their 
| educations, connections, intereſts, humours; 
paſſions, and natural defects; and, I may 
add, whoſe prejudices not ſeldom riſe to 


an uncommon height againſt the particular 
conſideration which I have propoſed for the 


leading point in this diſcourſe. 


( Regardleſs however of this difficulty in 
our way, nothing, I think, is more ap- 
parent from ſacred Writ, than that the Sal- 
vation of ſinners was a purpoſe which re- 
ſided in the mind of the Deity before the 
foundation of the world was laid: and that, 
though thouſands and millions of ages had 
paſſed in ſucceſſion before the period ar- 
rived in which God created the heavens and 
the earth, the decree of God, reſpecting 
what the ſcriptures call Salvation, was an 
eternal decree; hidden as it were in the breaſt 
of the Godhead from everlaſting, and re- 
vealed to his fallen creatures in the fullneſs 
of time.) To controvert this, upon the 
principles of divine Revelation, would be 


anti- 


* 


0 _ — * PEE 9 n 2 „* 


(El 


anti-chriſtian ; to deny it pn \prineiples 


of Reaſon, would be ordered. 


+ {7 It Nutten to reflect FERN Hed alt 


the ſcriptures have afferted upon this arti- 


cle, it ſhould be thought abſurd or inde- 


fenſible to affirm, that the purpoſe of God, 


and the Salvation which was the reſult of 


that purpoſe, are of Grace ; that is, of the 


free, gratuitous, unmerited favour of God; 


irreſpective of any foreſeen goodneſs in the 


creature, and in the face of the greateſt 
demerit and guilt. And, though it may 


ſeem to be ſaying the ſame things over and 


over again, be it remembered, that this is 


one of thoſe important truths of the Bible 
which can never be repeated too often; 


more eſpecially in a day in which it is ſo 
rarely brought to light: in which a wretched 


Morality has ſupplanted Divinity, and Infi- 
delity has almoſt ſuperſeded both. ) 


Upon the preſumption then that you are 
willing to hear this fundamental doctrine, 
which indeed enters into the very marrow _ 


2 
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which we ſhould always keep in 99e and . — 


— 


„ 


WE [ 6 . 
: of P vier Religion elucidated an cons. 
firmed upon the beſt authority, upon the 
teſtimony of THE worD or Gop; I pro- 
ceed to obſerve, that the Nature and the 
Neceſity of. Salvation unite to prove that it 
muſt be by the GRACE of God. For what. 
is it that makes Salvation neceſſary, but 
aur perſonal ſinfulneſs, guilt, and inabi- 
lity? Qur pride may not be willing to 
acknowledge either of theſe; but, in the 
name of Reaſon and Common Senſe, what 
need could there be of Salvation, if we 
were not loſt? And, if we could. ſave our- 
. ſelves, why ſhould the Lord of Life and 
Glory deſcend from Heaven .to ſave us? 
Himſelf having aſſured us, that he came 
from Heaven to ſeek and to ſave them that 
were loſt. And what is the nature of the 
Salvation of which he ſpeaks, but the par- 
don of our fins—the juſtifitation' of our per- 
| ſons —the renewal ef our corrupt natures— 
and the hope of eternal life? Neither of which 
can poſſibly be the reward of our merits, 
but muſt be the fruit of divine GRACE, 


 Hefdes-{uba are the l which the 
| * God 


l | 
God of all Grace deſigned to beſtow upon 
thoſe who are or ſhall be ſaved, When he | 
contrived this Salvation for them 1 in his eter- 
nal' purpoſe ? ) Does not every attentive 

reader of his Bible perceive that, among 
theſe ineſtimable and ſurprizing gifts, his 
own Son, his dearly-beloved Son, in whom 
his foul delighted, was one? For, © God ſo 

loved the world, as to give his only begot- 
ten Son, that whoſoever believeth i in him 
might not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” 

And, in order to diſplay the tranſcendent 
excellency of this gift, an inſpired Penman 
very juſtly exclaims, He that ſpared not 
his own ſon, but delivered him up for us 


all, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely 
give us all things! bp 


( Now can any conſiderate perſon be fo 
weak, obſtinate, and impious, as to ſup- 
poſe, that ſuch a gift is the reward of any 
conditional, antecedent worthineſs | in us? 
So weak, and ſo impious are we all by 
Nature ; and we will even maintain our = 
folly and impiety ; though we might as 
well maintain that Judas the traitor, and 
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a e the e, i the Saviour wes 


„ 


Nevertheleſs « as a \ maſterly writer * cb. 
ferves, | in deſpite of all our deplorable } im- 


potences, we ſee what a towering princl- 


ple of pride works in the hearts of men ; 


and how mightily it makes them affect to 


be their own Saviours, and, even while they 
live upon. God, to depend upon themſelves. 
To be Poor and proud being the trueſt cha- 
rafter of man, ever ſince the pride of our 


„ 


condition. Por. though bs 5 8 that 1 not 


only his Duty but his Neceſſity brings him 
every day upon his knees to God for the 
bread he eats; ; yet, when he comes to deal 
with him about ſpirituals, he appears and 
acts, not as a ſupphant, but as a merchant ; 
not. as one who comes to be relieved, bur 


to traffic: and nothing will content this 


inſolent, yet impotent creature, unleſs he 
may ſeem to by the very thing he begs, 


But agtin—Ts not the Holy Spirit another. 
of thoſe gifts which God intended from be- 


0 Dr. South. _ 
Ore. 


P 


'F 1, 
ore time to vonfer upon * them aut a 


ſaved? And is not the Holy Ghoſt ſadly 


be given to them that believe? And how 


is it given? according to their Works, or 
according to the Gract of God 7 The par- 
ſan, who thinks or ſays that it is for our 


Works, or according to them, has too 
much treaſon to conclude, that he neither 
knows the value of the gift, nor is poſſeſſed 
of it. For we may depend upon it, as an 


axiom in diyinity, that we can na more 


deſerve ſueh 4 gift as this, for any per- 
formances of out own, than Simon Magus 


could purchaſe the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
with money. © Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedneſs, and pray God, if peradventure 
the thought of thy heart may be forgiven 
thee,” 


Another of thoſe unmerited Gifts, which 


the great Author of Salvation hath included 
in it, is eternal Life. And hew is this to 


be obtained? Certainly, ſay ſuch as know 


not God, and obey not the Goſpel of our 


Lord and Saviour, by Works of Righ- 
teouſneſs that we can do.— Certainly not, 


ſays 


18 


his Son. He that hath the Son, hath Life, 
and he that hath not ae Son of God, hath 


i 


And let any impartial enquirer after 
divine Truth, who really wiſhes not to be 
miſtaken or miſled in the great matter 


upon which we are now treating, attend 
to the following terms of ſacred Writ; and 
I am perſuaded, that the more cloſely he 


examines into their meaning, the more he 


muſt be convinced of the freeneſs of God's 


grace and favour in the Salvation of Sinners. 
For, is it not affirmed, that © we are re- 


conciled to God by the death of his Son, 


and that we are ſaved by his life? that 
this reconciliation or ſalvation is a Gift—a 
free Gift—a Gift by Grace—by Jeſus Chriſt 


—notwithſtanding many offences? For, as by 


one man's diſobedience many were made 
ſinners ; 


hath made him a lyar, becauſe he believerh 
not the record that God gave of his Son: 
and this is the record, that God hath given 
| unto us eternal Life; and this Life is in 


. 


11 ] 

ſinners; ſo by the obedience of one ſhall 
many be made righteous. And, where Sin 
abounded, Grace did much more abound: 
that, as Sin hath reigned unto Death, even 
ſo might Grace reign through righteouſneſs 
unto eternal Life, hy 3 Chriſt our 
Lor. * 1 ; 

Say I theſe things as a man, that is, upon 
human authority only? or, ſay not the 
Scriptures the ſame ? Search the Scriptures. 
We are willing to ſtand or fall with them; 

and they will aſſure you in ſo many words, 
and in a ſtile too plain to need the aid 
of philoſophy or learning to decypher, that 
« the Wages of Sin is Death, but the Gift 
of God is eternal Life, through Jens Chriſt 
our Lord.” 


U 


If therefore we conſider this ſubje& of 
Salvation, in its contrivance before time, 
as all our intelligence muſt be derived from 
the Bible, it is clear that it originated in the 
eternal purpoſe of God]; and that this was a 
purpoſe of free Grace, which he . 


® Rom. v. 


In 


| 1 15 1 
Mürſelf. This is What the Kpettle tel. 
tes im other places, and what, it may be 
preſurned, he meant to acknowledge wich 
regard to himſelf in the Text. Indeed, 
who can doubt it, after having read the 
account he gives us of his converſion, and 
the remarks he has made upon it in ſeveral 
of his Epiſtles! Let him be permitted to 
oe: a n for: __ Benn his wich 
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n Our am led aan r * Joie 


of All Saints, is this Grace given, that 1 


ſhould preach among the Gentiles, the un- 
ſearchable riches” of Chriſt : who was be- 
fore a Blafphemier, a Perſecutor, and inju- 
rious: but I obtained merey: But by the 
Grace of God I am what I am: and the 
Grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant, 
with faith, and love, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. This is therefore 4 faithful ſaying, 
and worthy of all : acceptation, That Chriſt 
Jeſus came into the World to fave Sinners; 
of whom I am chief. FHovwbeit, for this 
cauſe 1 obtained mercy, chat in me, the 
chief, Chriſt Jeſus might ew forth all 

"ang 


Tak 
 long-ſufferings for a pattern to en mh 5 
ſhould hereafter believe in Him, 0 life 
everlaſting.” | ; WOT 


Now, though we do not defign to inti- 
mate, that the very fame circumſtances wall 
accompany the Converſion of every Sinner, 
as were peculiar to that of this Apoftle's 
yet it is our object throughout to ſhew, thar 
the Grace of God is the ſole cauſe of Sal- 
vation in one and in all. We ſhall there- 
fore proceed to conſider it. 


Adly, In its Application in time. 


6 The counſel of the Lord,” we are in- 
formed, © ſhall ſtand, and he will do all 
his pleaſure.” This is the great prerogative 
of the Moſt H igh. (So that what the Lord 
hath purpoſed from everlaſting, he will in- 
fallibly accompliſh in time.) And we may 
deduce from numerous paſſages in the Bi- 
ble, that all they, for whom the Salvation 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus was contrived, ante- 
cedent to their exiſtence, will certainly be 
brought into a flate of Grace, as really as 

Saint 


| Saint Paul was ; and in that ſtate they ſhall | 
_ endure unto the end, that they may be 


1 might take occaſion to obſerve here, 

that by Nature we are none of us in a ſtate 
of Grace; though a diſpenſation of Grace is 

committed and revealed unto us, in the 
glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God. Wav- 
ing; however, any digreſſive illuſtration of 
certain Truths, neceſſarily implied in the 
paſſage before us, let us explain, rather, what 
it is to be in a ſtate of Salvation; and how 
ve are brought into that State. 


uy (And, to be as brief and comprehenſive | 


as we can, we may ſafely conclude, that a | 
perſon is in a ſtate of Grace and Salvation, | 
when he is regenerated and juſtified. But | 
what is it to be regenerated? Is it an act | 
of the Creature upon himſelf? No. © It is — 
not of the will 'of the Fleſh, nor of the will 


of Man.” —Is it then, an act of a Miniſter 
reading the baptiſmal ſervice over us in our 
infancy? No: no more than the rock, 
which is ſaid to have followed the Iſraelites 


3 | 7 In 


2 . r 


in the wilderneſs, was really Chriſt, ae 4 
it was expreſsly called by his name.—Re- 


generation is an act of God: an act of Di- 
vine Power, as much as Creation itſelf; 


and, much more than that, an act of Di- 
vine Grace. It pleaſed God to call me by 
his Grace, ſays Saint Paul: and not him 


only, for he includes many others, when he 
ſays, © Not by Works of Righteouſneſs 
which we have done, but according to his 
Mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of Re- 
generation and | renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt.” And again, © Who hath ſaved 


us, and called us with an holy calliag, not 
according to our Works, but according to 


his own Purpoſe and Grace, given us in 
Chriſt Jeſus, before the World began. — 
«« So then it is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God, which 


ſheweth Mercy.” - 


But, when perſons are actually brought 
into a ſtate of Salvation, and are made 
partakers of the Grace of God in truth, 
they are not only regenerated ; they are ju/- 
tified alſo, from all things; that is, from 

all 


7 118 the Law, Sin, and 
Satan have to bring againſt them, in the 
Court of Heaven, at the Bar of God: there 
® 8m longer any Condemnation for them, 
from any quarter. And why? Upon what 
account? Who, and what has done away 
All their innumerable offences? How comes 
: Is a they 6/6 e 


Joltifcition,” I ſhall take upon me to 
aſſert, becauſe I fear not to defend my 
aſſertion, let who may oppoſe it, is an a 
of God—an act of his Free Grace, his en- 
tirely unmerited Favour—irreſpeCtive, to- 
rally irreſpective of any worthineſs in the 

Objects of it. And, were we to conceal or 
diſguiſe this fundamental Truth of our Re- 
ligion, this Articalus ſtantis aut cadentis Ec- 
elaſtæ, as that noble Champion and Re- 
former, Luther, called it, we ſhould con- 
ceal and diſguiſe the very eſſence of Chriſ- 
tianity itſelf, the Glory of the Word of 
—_— 


As to the reſpeAabilit of the Perſons, 
Stations, Character, or Learning of thoſe, 
7 | who 
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Wo ate of a 4 +" they tell for 
nothing where Divine Truth is concerned. 
What made our Reformers more reſpect- 
able, than their Opponents, in point of 
Learning, Station, or Character, but this 
THEY HAD TRUTH ON THEIR $IDE; and 
therefore they prevailed againſt the united 
efforts of Sophiſtry; Power, Numbers, Pre- 


judiee, and Perſecution too. Beſides, how- 


ever learned, great, or reſpectable they may 
be, who oppoſe this diſtinguiſhing Truth of 
our Religion, I vill undertake to produce 
more, and more honourable Names than 
they, who have nobly ſtood forth in the 
defence of it. And, at all events, if we 
owe reſpect to Men, we certainly owe much 
more to Truth. And, alas! for thoſe who 
preach a Goſpel, which either conceals or 
diſguiſes this leading Article of our Faith, 
Fuſtification by Grace | It were much better 
for them, and for mankind, to condemn 
themſelves to a more than Pythagorean fi- 
lence. For it is written, © By the Deeds of 
the Law there ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified in 
the ſight of God; for all have finned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God: being 
C juſtified 


* Mo ined freely * 2 Grace, through the Re- 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus: whom 
S8od hath ſet forth to be a propitiation for 

Sin, through faith in his Blood, that he 
might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him who 
believeth in Jeſus.” - a 2 


” + 7 Some; HE may # thick it poſſible, that 
they who are brought into a ſtate of Grace 
and Salvation, by being perſonally regene- 
rated, and actually juſtified, may neverthe- 
leſs fall from that ſtate, and periſh for 
ever, —Poſlible! It is certain that they 
would, were it not for the Grace of God. 
But, © it is of Faith,” we are told, ce that it 
might be by Grace, to the end the Promiſe 
might be ſure. And, being juſtified by 
Faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; by whom alſo we have 
acceſs into this Grace, wherein we ſtand, and 
rejoice in hope of the Glory of God.” The 


progreſs and continuance of them that be- 8 


lieve, in a ſtate of Salvation, are as much 
of Divine Grace, as their preſervation in 
natural Life is an act of Divine Power.) 
Our A knew chat all his ſtrength was 


in 


R 


4 

1 

1 
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in the Lord; and that there was no ſuf» 
ficiency for him but in the Grace of God. 
«© Not that we afe ſufficient of ourſelves, 
ſo much as td think a good thought, but 
our ſufficiency is of God.—T laboured more 


abundantly than they all; yet not I, but 
the Grace of God which was with me.—By 
the Grace of God, I am what I am.” 


In an age in which every thing mult be 
brought to the ſtandard of what is called Phi- 
loſophy, it is no marvel that the ſimple and 
yet. moſt important Truths of Chriſtianity 
are philoſophized away. Beware, there- 
fore, leſt any man ſpoil you through philo- 
ſophy and vain deceit; after the traditions 
of Men, after the rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chriſt.” © For” let them talk 
of Reaſon, Virtue, Candour, or what they will, 
ce jn him dwelleth all the fullneſs of the God- 
head, and in him are hidden all, the treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge. Suſpect the 
ſubtilty of the Serpent under all theſe ſpe- 
cious forms ; leſt, as he beguiled Eve, with 
good words and fair ſpeeches, ſo your minds. 
ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity 

| C 2 that 


* 


8 1 4 
* bo, 


Aut is in Chriſt Jeſus.” Never forget that 


ſhort, but very inſtructive, apothegm of the 
wiſe and pious Biſhop Hall; Ir is not human 


- Wiſdom, but. — Grace, that makes the 


: bby 
* Inſtead of _iloGphifing: © . the Na- 
ture of divine Grace, aſk yourſelves, whether 


you have any good reaſon to think you are 


| partakers of it—whether you are the ob- 


God? My parody that none are 
juſtified by his Grace, who are not alſo 


fanctified by his Spirit - what therefore God 


hath joined together, let not man put 
aſunder. Examine yourſelves, whether ye 
be in a ſtate of Grace: labour to aſſure 
your hearts of this: for then, while others 

diſpute and doubt, you may triumph and 


de glad; knowing that, He, who hath 


begun the good work, will perform it unto 
che day of Jeſus Chriſt: for the Lord God 
is a ſun and ſhield ; the Lord will give both 


Grace and Glory. Be ſtrong, therefore, in 


the Grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus; for it 
2 = ag 
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hath pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould 
all fullneſs dwell; and go boldly to the 
throne of Grace, that you may obtain mer- 


cy, and find Grace. and Strength to help 


you in every time of need; until you re- 
ceive the end of Faith, even the final Sal- 
vation of your ſouls,” That is, 


” 
— 


3dly, Salvation, in all its perfect bleſſed- 5 


neſs, when time itſelf ſhall be no more. 


The facred Volume, it will be allowed, 
leads us to conceive of Time as a certain 
portion or periad of duration taken out of 
eternity; and therefore both divines and phi- 
loſophers ſpeak of eternity 4 parte ante and 
à parte pdt. So the Word of God ſpeaks 


of Salvation as it reſpects an Eternity be- 


fore the world began, and an Eternity that 
ſhall continue when the world ſhall be diſ- 
ſolved. 2 5 


Thus you find the Lord faying to che 


objects of his favour, © I have loved thee 
with an everlaſting love, therefore with 
loying-kindneſs have I drawn thee.” This 

C 3 muſt 


; . - <= 
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; muſt undoubtedly refer to an Eternity paſt, 


And you read alſo; that Iſrael ſhall be 


ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting Sal- 
vation chriſt is the Author of eternal 
| Salvation to all them that obey him—hay- 
ing abtained eternal Redemption for us 


in hope of eternal Life, which God, that 
cannot lye, hath promiſed.” —All which 


paſſages muſt be ſuppoſed to relate to an 


Eternity to come, 


No then, there is a certain eventful 


bh criſis in duration, which may be ſaid ta 
divide between Time and Eternity—when 


the Angel of the Lord ſhall ſtand upon the 


earth and upon the ſea, and ſhall lift up his 
hand to heaven, and ſwear by him that 


liveth for ever, that Time ſhall be no longer. At 


that awful period, big with the fate of more 


than kingdoms, or of worlds, as the num 


ber of God's elect will be accompliſhed, the 


Salvation of every individual thereof will be 


compleat. For, © now they ſee through a 
glaſs darkly, but then face to face; now 
they know in path but then ſhall they know 


even 
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' even as alſo they are known: for, when 
that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part ſhall be done away.“ 


In this preſent world their peace is fre- 
quently diſturbed, their joys are continually 
Interrupted, and for a ſeaſon, if need be, | 
they are in heavineſs through manifold 
temptations, diſtreſſes, and trials of their 
Faith and Patience: but in that future 
ſtate, to which they are haſtening on the 
ſwift wings of time, they will be out of 
the reach, beyond the poſſibility of temp- 
tation, ſorrow, or ſin. For this corruptible 
ſhall put on incorruption; and this mortal, 
immortality. It is ſown a natural body, 
it is raiſed a ſpiritual body; it is ſown in 
diſhonour, it is raiſed in glory; it is ſown 
in weakneſs, it is raiſed in power. 


The ranſomed of the Lord, we are aſ- 
ſured, ſhall return from the duſt of the 
| earth, and ſhall come to Zion with ſinging : 
for the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from 
heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the 
C4 arch- 


ta 7] 
ach- angel, and with the trump of God; 

: Ga the dead in Chriſt ſhall be caught up ta 
meet the Lord in the air, and ſhall ever be 
with the Lord: they ſhall obtain joy and 
gladneſs, everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their | 
heads, and ſorrow and fighing ſhall flec 
away. The Lord ſhall be their everlaſting _ 
Light and Life, and their God their Glory. 
They ſhall ſtand before his throne, having 
waſhed their robes, and made them white in 


the blood of the Lamb, and ſhall ſerve him 


day and night in his temple: and he that 
ſitteth on the throne ſhall dwel] among 
them, and ſhall lead them unto living 
fountains ' of waters; they ſhall be his 
people, and God himſelf ſhall be with 
them, and be their God, and they ſhall 


* for ever and ever. 


« To feel themſelves ſupremely happy, 
and to know that they ſhall be for ever 
ſo; to enjoy the company of angels, and 
to know that they ſhall for ever enjoy it; 
to ſee the Redeemer of mankind, and to 
know that they ſhall behold him for ever; 

to 


— 


* 


to incorporate their exiſtence with that of 
the immortal God; this is ſupreme felicity, 
this is one of the glorious privileges of 
thoſe who are the children of God by Adop- 
tion and — 


Such is the ſcriptural account of Salva- 
tion conſummated in eternal Glory: and, 


I might have enlarged the deſcription, | 


were it not that I was unwilling to ſeem 
to depart from the point to which it leads: 
for, what do you ſuppoſe our Apoſtle will 
ſay, when he ſtands before the throne of 
God ? Can you imagine that he will vary his 
tone from that of the text? Do you believe 
that he will be backward to ſay, even then, 
By the Grace of God I am what I am? — 


Or, what do you ſuppoſe all the redeemed 
of the Lord will fay, when they ſtand be- 


fore the God of Gods in the New Jeruſalem, 
with crowns of glofy upon their heads, and 
palms of victory in their hands? Do you 
imagine that they will ſacrifice to their 


Vanity, Pride, and Self- righteouſneſs, as if 


by their own power or holineſs they had 
5 opened 
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opened the _ of heaven to their immor- 
: * ee 12141 60 I 


* 


| Whatever our ſentiments upen this mat- 
ter may be, if there be any truth in the 
Bible, this is one, that, The top-ſtone of 
that ſpiritual building, called the Church, 
will be brought forth with ſhoutings, cry- 
ing, GRACE, . Grace unto it.” Although 
ten thouſand thouſand will unite to raiſe 
the ſong, and ſwell the chorus, there is not 

2 ſingle voice but will be ready to ſay, 
« By the Gracx of God I am what I am;” 
Jet not I, but the GRACE of God which 
was with me.” 


Upon a ſerious review of all that hath 
been ſaid, I am aware of the common ob- 
je&ion which will be ftarted againſt the 
doctrine here advanced, namely, that it is 
deſtructive of morality and good works.— 
So far from being deterred by ſuch a vulgar 

prejudice as this, it may be aſſerted, without 
8 any apology or reſerve, that, no man can 
: preach the doctrine. of Salvation by Grace, 
ay 


fa 3 


25 it is revealed in the ſacred Scriptures, 


and as it ought to be preached, without bei ng 
expoſed to this ignorant, unjuſtifiable, and 
malicious accuſation, The Apoſtle him- 
ſelf, though an inſpired Preacher, could not 
eſcape the charge; © we: be flanderouſly 
reported, and ſome affirm that we fay, 
Let us do evil, that good may come.” 

Io be ſure, the manner in which St. 
Paul delivered this doctrine, : rendered him 


liable to ſuch a charge, from thoſe, who - 


either did not, or would not, underſtand it: 
but this cquld not influence him to with- 
hold the truth itſelf; he is careful, how- 
ever, to obviate the accuſation, by ſaying, 
What then? ſhall we continue in fin, 


that Grace may abound ? What then ? ſhall 


we ſin, becauſe we are not under the Law, 
but under Grace ? God forbid.” He treats 
the thought with indignation and horror ; 


but never deviates from the grand truth 


which he is labouring to eſtabliſh, and 
which is very beautifully compriſed in the 
following words : © Ye are ſaved freely, by 
Grace, through Faith; and that, not of 

5 - yourſelves; 
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yourſelves; it is the gift of * not of 
— left "Oy man ſhould boaſt. * 


Some indeed are weak n to think, 
that ſuch a doctrine ought not to be preach- 
ed; becauſe it is likely to be abuſed.— 
But, is not this charging God fooliſhly ? 
For, if it were proper to reveal it in the 
Bible, it cannot be improper to publiſh it 
to the world. Beſides, what man of com- 
mon reaſon and reflection will ever argue 
againſt the uſe of a thing from the abuſe 
of it? For, I ſhould be glad to know, 
what good thing there is that is not con- 
tinvally abuſed. And will you object to 
preferment in the Church, or to promotion 
in the State, becauſe they are both abuſed, 
by perſons, who have been a diſgrace to 
their ſpecies, a contradiction to their pro- 
 feffion, a diſhonour to their God ? Will 
you deny food to the hungry, becauſe ſome 
people make their belly their God—or 
cloaths to the naked, becauſe fome are ſo 
vain as to glory in what ſhould remind 
them of their ſhame—or charity to the 
neceſſitous, becauſe ſome are coyetous even 

to 
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to idolatry or the ſcriptures themſelves, 


to thoſe who know how to make a wiſe 


and pious uſe of them, becauſe ſome have 
turned them into ſport and ridicule? Why 


then conceal this precious truth, we are 
defending, from thoſe whoſe Or con- 


dition requires that they { Souls be od 
by Grace, or be * ever lo 2 ag 


I By the way, it may not be 6 inexpedient 


to remark, that the very man, who, of all 
the Apoſtles, was the moſt zealous advocate 


for Salvation by Grace, informs us himſelf, 
that he laboured more abundantly than 
they all. Yet not I; he immediately adds, 
but the Grace of God which was with me. 


Would to God that thoſe, who oppoſe 


his doctrine, laboured as much in the ſame 
glorious cauſe! But, I am of opinion, 
that, if the Grace of God does not con- 
ſtrain us to imitate this burning and ſhin- 


ing light, nothing can, nothing will : and 
I am greatly miſtaken if this opinion be 
not founded upon the moſt uncontroverti- 


ble and ſtubborn facts. 


The 
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The doctrine of Grace thereſore, as it is 
ſet before us in the ſacred Code, and from 
thence fairly ſtated, I hope, in the preſent 
draught, is ſo far from encouraging li- 
centiouſneſs, that, depraved as human na- 
ture is, we have reaſons from analogy to 


ſuppoſe it will have the reverſe effect; 
that it will excite to Piety, Devotion, 
and Zeal. Every body remembers the 
ſtory of Xenophon ; ; who tells us, chat 


when an Armenian Prince had been taken 
captive, with his Princeſs, by Cyrus, and 


ſtored to his kingdom and liberty? he re- 
plied, © As for my kingdom and liberty, I 


value them not; but if my blood would 


redeem my Princeſs; I would chearfully 


give it for her.” — And, when Cyrus had 


reſtored him all, he aſked his queen, What 
think you of Cyrus ?”—to which' ſhe repli- 
ed, I did not obſerve him; my attention 
was entirely fixed upon that generous man, 
who would have purchaſed my __ at 


the expence of his life.“ 


* 


What then ! And 18 human 8 fo 
totally 
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totally void of every ingenuous feeling, ſo 
wholly deſtitute of common gratitude, as 
that a ſimilar, a greater, an'infinitely great- 
er cauſe of a ſpiritual ſort cannot produce 
a ſimilar effect? Is there no virtue in the 
freeneſs of divine Grace, in the wonders 
of divine Mercy, in the ſtrength of divine 
Love, to conſtrain the objects of it to 
preſent themſelves living ſacrifices to God, 
holy and acceptable, which is but their 
reaſonable ſervice ?—We may read ſome- 
| thing of human Nature in univerſal hiſ⸗ 
tory. Tou may recollect a memorable cir- 
cumſtance to our purpoſe in the reign of 
king James. The lords Cobham, Grey, 
&c. were condemned for high crimes and 
miſdemeanors againſt the State: they were 
brought to the ſcaffold - they confeſſed the 
juſtneſs of their trials and of their con- 
demnation before the numerous ſpecta- 
tors but, as execution was going to be 
performed upon them, a pardon was ſent 
from their Sovereign, who freely gave them 
their lives. Upon which the audience 
ſtrove with themſelves which ſhould ſnout 
the loudeſt, God 2 the King, Cobham 


vowed 
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nownd openly, if ever he proved a traitor 
again, he would not even beg his life; and 
Grey, that ſince he had his life, without 
begging, he would take care to deſerve 
. Wo 


_ What an idea then muſt you entertain 
of your fellow men, what monſters of baſe- 
neſs, and ingratitude muſt you ſuppoſe 
chem to be; if you imagine that, becauſe 
the bleſſings of Grace and Glory are ſo 
freely beſtowed, they will treat the Giver 
of them with more geglect, than if they 
than, if chen end be dgerocd.1- If-yim 
judge of others by yourſelf, be aſhamed at 
| leaſt to make the meaſure of your judg- 
ment known 1 


But, bes by Grace, you may ſay, 
is not the common doctrine which you hear 
preached. So much the worſe : for it is the 
doctrine of che Church of England, and it is 
built upon the foundation of the Prophets, 
and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chtiſt : for does ſhe 
not teach, chat the condition of man is 


ſuch, 


[#1 
ſelf by his ewnf. natural ftrength, and good 
works, to faith, and calling upon God 
that he has no power to do good works 
acceptable to God, without the Grace of 
Chriſt preventing him, that he may have 7 
3 good will, and working with him, when | 
he has that good will—and that we are | 
accounted }. righteous before God only. for 
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chriſt ? So that, if you are a friend to rhe 
Bible, or to the Church, Salvation by [| 
Grace is the doctrine of both. „ And if j 
by Grace, then is it no more of works,” | 

| 


| 

ſays the great Apoſtle, whoſe converſion we | 
now. celebrate; © otherwiſe Grace is no 5 | 
more Grace. But, if it be of works, then | 
| it is no more of Grace: otherwiſe work is 
| — no more work.” | 


* { But, you are told, that none beſide En- 
thuſiaſts preach this doctrine; and that 
many. are afraid to advance it, leſt they 
alſo ſhould be ranked among the number.— 
Then know, that none but Enthuſiaſts have 
integrity enough to preach the Scriptures, 

Db and 
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and che dochrinal Articles of the church of 


ngland : and know alſo, to uſe. the lan- 
Sage vf one i 1 our We whois 'zealouſly 


ſure, that, when a — preaches the 


doctrines of Chriſtianity, his character ſhall 
elf rendered odious, 
by the force of a Name, which always ſig- 


nifies What the impoſers pleaſe to mean, 


and the people to hate that many things 


may be ridiculed under falſe titles, which 
it would not be quite ſo decent to laugh at 


under their true ones that through evil 


report and good report lies the road of a 
Chriſtian and that a coward in the cauſe 


of Chriſt, who dares not own him for his 


Lofd and his God, 1s a monſter that heaven 
and earth are aſhamed of; and therefore 


the fearful ſtand at the head of thoſe who 


march for Hell *.” 


os the 8 Lou may reſt aſſured, 
that amidſt the various opinions with which 


you are perplexed by what yes hear upon 


* The Rev. Dr. Horne, Vice-chancellor of the 
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this important ſubject, they only preach 
the Word of Grace, and the Goſpel of the 
Grace of Cod who teſtify, that the Salva- 
tion of fallen Creatures is by Grace alone: 

for that, in the hand of f its divine Author 
and Giver, 1s the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Begining and the Ending; the Firſt and 
the Laſt in the Salvation of all that believe: 
Tt was the Grace of God which contrived 
it; it is the ſame Grace which applies it; 


and it is by the fame Grace that it will be 
compleated in everlaſting Glory. 


THE END. 


* , 


* 


1 , um -* "I - a a Y 
a} Stage £1443 


n.of pe zn be Aemory of th 
Eh " late Lord Chief Baron Smythe, ID 
1 Hints on the Nature of Reſignation to the 
Will of God under Afflictions. 
15 T The Excellency of the: r Niting. 
| | AMA AH r 
; . : * 
5 . ; x» So 


. 
* 

1 
+ 

1 
7 

* 

= 

4 


WEE — —̃ — x2 — x — — 


